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Most	Android	homescreens	are	made	up	of	app	shortcuts,	with	maybe	a	couple	widgets	thrown	in	for	good	measure.	Placing	an	app	shortcut	on	the	homescreen	is	just	a	matter	of	long	pressing	on	its	icon	in	the	app	drawer,	but	what	if	you	want	to	create	a	shortcut	to	a	specific	like	an	MP3,	document	or	video?MORE:	Android	6.0	Marshmallow	Guide:
Tips,	Tricks	and	How-TosWhile	this	isn’t	built	into	the	operating	system,	a	quick	trip	to	Google	Play	will	have	you	creating	shortcuts	to	any	file	or	folder	on	your	phone	with	just	a	few	taps	of	your	screen.	Here’s	how	to	do	it	in	the	latest	version	of	Android.1.	Download	and	install	ES	File	Explorer	File	Manager.	There	are	other	file	managers	that	will
allow	you	to	create	file	shortcuts,	but	for	this	tip,	we’ll	use	ES	File	Explorer	File	Manager	for	its	simplicity	and	clean	interface.2.	Open	ES	File	Explorer	File	Manager.3.	Navigate	to	the	file,	files	or	folder	that	you	wish	to	create	a	shortcut	for.	You	can	navigate	to	the	files	using	the	Category	menu	on	the	homescreen	of	ES	File	Explorer	File	Manager.Or
if	you	know	the	file	you	are	looking	for	is	in	the	Download	folder	you	may	want	to	navigate	there	by	tapping	the	icon	in	the	upper-left	corner	of	the	app	and	selecting	Download.4.	Long	press	on	the	file	that	you	want	to	select.	A	checkbox	will	appear	on	the	file’s	icon	and	menu	options	at	the	top	of	the	screen	will	change.5.	Tap	the	overflow	icon	(three
vertical	dots)	in	the	upper-right	corner.	6.	Select	Add	to	Desktop.There’s	no	message	to	indicate	that	the	shortcut	has	been	created,	but	if	you	exit	the	app	you	will	see	the	new	shortcut	pop	up	in	the	first	available	space	on	your	homescreen.	You	can	now	drag	and	drop	the	shortcut	wherever	you	like	on	your	homescreen,	just	as	with	any	other	app	or
widget.	Be	aware	that	you	aren’t	able	to	create	shortcuts	to	specific	image	files,	but	you	can	create	a	shortcut	to	a	folder	with	as	few	or	as	many	images	as	you	like	in	it.	Many	email	servers	refuse	to	accept	email	attachments	over	a	certain	size.	While	attachment	sizes	haven’t	kept	up	with	the	times,	there	are	other	easy	ways	to	send	someone	large
files	over	email.	Even	if	you’re	using	a	modern,	online	email	client,	message	size	is	limited.	Gmail,	for	example,	allows	messages	to	be	up	to	25	MB,	including	the	message’s	text	and	any	attachments.	Outlook.com	allows	only	10	MB.	When	sending	messages	over	these	services,	they	will		automatically	give	you	a	helping	hand	and	suggest	alternatives—
such	as	using	Google	drive	for	Gmail	attachments	and	OneDrive	for	Outlook.com.	That’s	handy,	of	course,	but	if	you’re	using	a	desktop	email	client	or	another	service,	you	may	need	to	know	about	these	tricks	yourself.	What’s	the	Maximum	Size	of	an	Email	Attachment?	In	theory,	there’s	no	limit	to	the	amount	of	data	you	can	attach	to	an	email.	Email
standards	don’t	specify	any	sort	of	size	limit.	In	practice,	most	email	servers—and	some	email	clients—enforce	their	own	size	limits.	In	general,	when	attaching	files	to	an	email,	you	can	be	reasonably	sure	that	up	to	10MB	of	attachments	are	okay.	Some	email	servers	may	have	smaller	limits,	but	10MB	is	generally	the	standard.	Gmail	allows	you	to
attach	up	to	25MB	to	a	single	email,	but	this	is	only	guaranteed	to	work	if	you’re	emailing	other	Gmail	users.	As	soon	as	the	email	leaves	Gmail’s	servers,	it	could	be	rejected	by	another	email	server.	Many	servers	are	configured	to	not	accept	more	than	10MB	of	attachments.	RELATED:	How	Does	Email	Work?	It’s	not	even	as	simple	as	looking	at	the
maximum	attachment	size	of	the	service	you	use	and	the	service	you’re	emailing—emails	often	travel	over	several	mail	transfer	agents	when	they’re	sent,	so	you	may	have	your	attachment	rejected	by	a	server	along	the	way	if	you	attach	too	much	data.	You	should	also	bear	in	mind	that	email	attachments	are	generally	MIME	encoded,	which	increases
their	size	by	about	33%.	So	10MB	of	files	on	your	disk	will	become	about	13MB	of	data	when	attached	to	an	email.	Use	a	Cloud	Storage	Service	By	far,	your	simplest	option	is	to	store	files	you	want	to	share	on	a	cloud	storage	service	like	Dropbox,	Google	Drive,	or	OneDrive.	You	can	then	share	the	file	with	someone	and	inform	them	via	email	that	you
have	done	so.	They	can	then	click	a	link	and	download	the	file	directly	to	their	computer.	If	you	use	Gmail	or	Outlook.com,	you’ll	find	that	Google	and	Microsoft	have	integrated	Google	Drive	and	OneDrive	into	their	respective	email	services.	Just	click	the	Google	Drive	or	SkyDrive	button	when	sending	an	email	and	you’ll	be	able	to	share	a	file	via
email.	Gmail	and	Outlook	will	walk	you	through	choosing	a	file	that	already	exists	in	your	cloud	storage	drive	or	uploading	a	new	file.	If	you	use	something	like	Dropbox,	you	can	share	the	file	from	the	cloud	storage	service’s	website.	For	example,	right-click	a	file	on	Dropbox’s	website	and	select	Share	link	if	you	use	Dropbox.	If	you	have	the	Dropbox
app	installed	on	your	computer,	you	can	also	right-click	any	file	in	your	Dropbox	folder	and	you’ll	see	a	“Share”	command	there,	as	well.	This	is	the	option	many	email	providers	are	pushing	us	towards—if	you	try	to	attach	a	large	file	in	Gmail	or	Outlook.com,	you’ll	be	prompted	to	upload	it	to	Google	Drive	or	SkyDrive	first.	Create	and	Send	Multi-Part
Archives	RELATED:	How	to	Upload	Really	Large	Files	to	SkyDrive,	Dropbox,	or	Email	If	you’re	looking	for	a	more	traditional,	do-it-yourself	method,	you	can	split	your	file	up	into	smaller	parts.	For	example,	if	you	had	a	50MB	file	you	wanted	to	email—or	even	a	collection	of	large	files—you	could	use	a	file	compression	program	like	7-Zip	to	create	an
archive,	and	then	split	the	archive	into	five	10MB	pieces.	After	splitting	the	archive,	you	can	then	attach	all	the	separated	pieces	to	separate	emails.	The	recipient	will	need	to	download	each	attachment,	and	then	use	a	file	extraction	program	to	extract	the	larger,	complete	file	from	the	separate	archives.	While	it	can	be	a	bit	cumbersome,	this
traditional	method	still	works	as	well	as	it	always	did.	Some	recipients	might	be	confused	by	the	separate	attachments—or	at	least	won’t	enjoy	jumping	through	hoops	to	reassemble	them.	If	you’re	not	sure	whether	your	recipient	will	know	how	to	do	this,	it’s	probably	better	to	choose	an	easier	method.	Use	a	Large-File	Sending	Service	To	help
answer	the	large	attachment	problems,	a	number	of	file-sending	services	have	sprung	up	online	over	the	years.	These	services	let	you	upload	a	file,	and	then	give	you	a	link	to	your	upload.	You	can	then	paste	that	link	into	an	email	and	the	recipient	can	click	the	link	and	download	the	file.	RELATED:	The	Best	Free	Programs	and	Online	Services	for
Sending	and	Sharing	Large	Files	Of	course,	these	services	have	to	make	money	somehow.	They	may	do	that	by	displaying	ads,	limiting	the	maximum	file	size	available	to	free	users,	or	demanding	a	subscription	fee.	We’ve	covered	many	of	these	online	services	for	sending	and	sharing	large	files	before.	And	note	that	when	you	use	an	online	service,
you’re	entrusting	it	with	your	files.	That	may	be	okay	if	your	files	aren’t	particularly	sensitive,	but	you’ll	probably	want	to	shy	away	from	uploading	sensitive	data	to	a	free	service	you	haven’t	heard	of	before.	Of	course,	you	could	encrypt	the	files	before	uploading	them	—	but	that	would	add	additional	hassle	for	the	recipient,	too.	These	file-sending
services	work	fine,	so	long	as	you’re	okay	with	whatever	ads	or	limitations	exist,	and	you	understand	the	risks—especially	with	sensitive	files.	However,	we	typically	recommend	just	using	a	cloud	storage	service	instead.	Transferring	files	between	Android	phones	via	Bluetooth	needs	to	be	buried	in	the	past.	The	Wi-Fi	direct	method,	used	by	the
majority	of	inter-phone	file	sharing	apps,	should	become	the	new	standard.	This	won't	happen	until	manufacturers	start	building	it	as	a	stock	software	feature	inside	their	products.	Until	then,	though,	feel	free	to	use	apps	such	as	CShare	to	get	by	your	file-sharing	needs	at	speed	10	times	as	fast	as	3G,	and	30	times	as	fast	as	Bluetooth.	CShare	has
pretty	colors,	is	fast,	and	very	easy	to	install	and	use.	We'd	say	it	covers	the	three	most	important	app	bases	pretty	well!	So,	here's	how	you	use	it	to	send	and	receive	files.	It	goes	without	saying	that	this	type	of	sharing	goes	on	between	devices	in	reasonably	close	proximity	-	around	328ft	(100m).	For	long-distance	sharing,	use	cloud	storage.First,	get
CShare	from	the	Google	Play	Store	on	your	phone	or	tablet	(link).	It's	totally	free.	Open	the	app,	and	it	should	immediately	recognize	your	device's	brand	and	model	name.	Next,	hit	Send.	You'll	be	greeted	by	a	file	browser	where	you	mark	the	designated	files	(it	can	apps,	pictures,	video,	music)	and	hit	"Select"	when	you're	finished.	Now,	here	comes
the	only	tedious	part	-	getting	the	recipient	to	install	CShare.	It	actually	happens	pretty	fast,	but	if	your	recipient	isn't	an	avid	smartphone	user,	it	might	take	a	bit	of	direction	to	get	them	on	the	right	track.	Anyway,	you	have	a	number	of	ways	to	proceed.	The	first	is	to	get	the	recipient	to	read	a	QR	Code	and	download	the	app.	The	others	send	a	URL
or	SMS	containing	the	download,	and	the	final,	possibly	most	sensible	option	is	to	send	the	app	to	your	recipient	via	Bluetooth.	When	CShare	is	up	and	running	on	both	sides,	it's	time	to	press	the	Receive	button	on	the	receiving	end.	If	everything	goes	as	well,	the	selected	file(s)	gets	magically	beamed	to	the	recipient	phone	with	a	cool	animation	and
a	tiny	speed	report	so	you	can	brag	later.	Like	a	properly	polished	app,	CSHare	has	a	file	transfer	history,	so	you'll	know	where	to	find	your	files.	And	that's	it!	Share	easy,	share	free.	Android	(4.0+)/Web:	PushBullet	is	a	webapp	and	companion	Android	app	that	makes	it	simple	to	get	files,	documents,	addresses,	lists,	and	plain	text—just	about
anything	you	want—from	your	desktop	into	your	Android	phone's	notifications	pane.	From	there,	you	can	open	it	directly	in	any	application	you	choose.	There	are	plenty	of	ways	to	get	files	from	your	computer	to	your	Android	phone—you	can	email	it	to	yourself,	put	the	file	in	Dropbox	and	then	open	it	on	your	phone,	use	Google	Drive	for	documents—
but	none	of	those	methods	makes	it	as	easy	as	PushBullet	does.	PushBullet's	greatest	strength	is	that	anything	you	push	goes	right	into	your	notifications	pane	where	you	can	work	with	it	instantly—you	don't	need	to	open	another	app,	sync,	or	download	what	you	sent	yourself.When	you	push	a	file,	a	note,	an	address,	or	a	list	to	your	phone,	PushBullet
drops	it	into	the	notifications	pane.	Just	tap	the	item	in	the	notifications	list	and	you'll	be	prompted	to	open	it	in	the	right	application.	If	you	push	an	address,	you	can	choose	Maps.	If	you	push	a	document,	you	can	choose	whatever	document	reader	you	have	installed.	If	it's	a	list,	you	can	use	Android's	rich	notifications	to	browse	it	and	leave	it	in	the
notifications	(like	a	shopping	list,	for	example,	only	in	your	notifications	bar)	or	open	it	in	another	app.The	app	is	brand	new,	so	expect	a	few	quirks	here	and	there.	It's	also	free,	and	requires	you	download	the	Android	app	and	select	a	Google	account	to	pair	the	webapp	and	the	Android	app	after	installing.	We	tested	it,	and	it	works	as	advertised.	It
may	not	totally	replace	the	old	Dropbox	trick,	but	it's	a	great	way	to	get	addresses	and	APKs	right	to	your	phone	so	you	can	use	them	immediately.PushBullet	|	via	Hacker	NewsPushBullet	(Free)	|	Google	Play	via	Pushbullet	Blog
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